
Volume 121 

High School Info 2 
MRCS Showcase 2 

Field Trips 3 

Spring Testing Info 4 

December 
Calendar 

5 

FYI 
 

6 

Field Trip  
Registration Form 

4 

Inside this 
issue: 

 
 
 

 

December 2008 

MOFFETT ROAD CHRISTIMOFFETT ROAD CHRISTIMOFFETT ROAD CHRISTIMOFFETT ROAD CHRISTIAN SCHOOLAN SCHOOLAN SCHOOLAN SCHOOL    

Messenger 

MRCS  

Office & Library 

Open  

Tuesday,  

December 9th, 

10 am - 12 noon 

Faculty Christmas Fellowship 
Thursday, December 4 • 7 pm 

Moffett Road Assembly of God 
 

Calling all MRCS Moms!  Get out your favorite Christmas recipes and begin making plans to 
join us for the annual Faculty Christmas Fellowship, scheduled this year for Thursday, December 
4, at 7 pm at Moffett Road Assembly of God Fellowship Hall.  Whip up one of your Christmas fa-
vorites, anything from appetizers to desserts, for us all to enjoy.  Bring copies of your recipe to 
share.   

Don’t forget a Dirty Santa gift for a little Christmas fun and games.  Keep the cost at $10 or 
less.  And, finally, we all need Christmas craft ideas, so bring anything you may craft from small 
gifts to ornaments.  We will have a display table for you to share your creative ideas and for you 
to get inspired with new ones.    

Circle that first Thursday, December 4th, and start your Christmas season off with some fun 
and fellowship with our encouraging group of home school moms.  Please RSVP to Retta Franklin, 
649-3943 or fran503@bellsouth.net, by Tuesday, December 2nd.   I’ll see you there! 
 

Cell Group MeetingCell Group MeetingCell Group MeetingCell Group Meeting    
Torie Strong’s Torie Strong’s Torie Strong’s Torie Strong’s cell meeting will be on Friday, Friday, Friday, Friday, 

December 5th,December 5th,December 5th,December 5th,    10 am 10 am 10 am 10 am ----    12 noon at First Baptist 12 noon at First Baptist 12 noon at First Baptist 12 noon at First Baptist 

North Mobile in the Student CenterNorth Mobile in the Student CenterNorth Mobile in the Student CenterNorth Mobile in the Student Center.  All are wel-

comed to help us make Gingerbread HousesGingerbread HousesGingerbread HousesGingerbread Houses.  Bring 

a butter box butter box butter box butter box (the long kind, like Land O’ Lakes) and 

a box of graham crackers graham crackers graham crackers graham crackers (not the sugared kind) 

and a bag of some sort of candycandycandycandy for all to share 

(something that would look good on a Gingerbread 

House).  I will supply the icing to 

stick everything on with.  It is a 

REAL FUN time.  Come see all the 

children’s creations.  Contact Tori at 

Tories6@aol.com, 679-4647, or 

680-9205 with any questions. 

Welcome Sherri Fox 

Hospitality Coordinator 
Sherri Fox assumes our Hospitality Coordinator 

duties at the Christmas Faculty Fellowship.  Gwen 

Cottrell has served in this position previously.  

We extend great thanks to Gwen for the wonder-

ful job she has done over the past years and 

best wishes as she retires from homeschooling 

since her son Austin has graduated and is head-

ing off to college.  Please express your thank to 

Gwen as you see her and offer your help to 

Sherri as she takes on this new volunteer role for 

our school. 



High School  
Christmas Party 

When: Friday, December 12  
Where: THE HUB (Moffett Rd. Assembly Youth Center) 

Time: 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
RSVP Deadline: December 10th to Sydney  
gastonmills@bellsouth.net or 675-9475 
Don’t miss a great time with air hockey, pool, ping pong, 
video games, fooseball and lots of food as well as a Christ-
mas movie on the BIG screen!  This year we will also be help-
ing a really great charity here in Mobile called The Chemo 
Moms.  They provide baskets of necessities to families of 
children with cancer.  The greatest need they have at this 
time is for DIGITAL thermometers.  Each family has to have 
at least six.  You can bring one or twenty if you’d like.  Any-
thing you do will be greatly appreciated!  This is a great op-

portunity for us to be able to bless 
these families at Christmas.  Also, we 
are going to play the “Dirty Santa” 
exchange game, so please bring a 
gift that costs no more than $5, your 

favorite 2 liter, a finger food and 
come ready to have a great time.  
RSVP to Sydney today! 

Spotlighting  

Our Students……… 
    Three MRCS students recently received notifica-
tion that they had made All-State Orchestra!  Re-
bekah Taylor, cello, and Benjamin Burleson, 
cello, made Festival Orchestra.  Erika Burleson, 
violin, made Consort Orchestra.  Congratulations 
on your excellent musicianship! 

� 
   Watch for MRCS students in this Christmas sea-
son’s The Nutcracker ballet performance by the 
Mobile Ballet: Olivia Ashurst, Kara Franklin, 

Caroline Frey, Elizabeth Frey, Laura Catherine 
Hilley, Lydia Moore, and Isabella Benton. 

High School Debate Club 
First Meeting 

Date: Monday, December 8th 
Time: 2:30 pm until 4:00 pm  
Place: The Fink Home (address in directory) 
Parents may drop off their high schoolers 
Bring: An Introduction to Argumentation & De-
bate, by Christy L. Shipe (HSLDA, $11), note-
book & pen 
Sponsors: Douglas & Peaches Fink 
RSVP: Lacie Fink, 661-4034 or  
pinkazaleas@comcast.net 
We will cover the fundamentals of formal de-
bate, including logic, research, affirmative 
case construction, negative strategies, evi-
dence, delivery, and more.  Light refresh-
ments will be served.  You will need to order 
the book from HSLDA  (www.hslda.org/
bookstore/items/DEBATE.asp?
PID=7595839750) as soon as possible! 

Page 2 Begin planning now  

for our... 

MRCS Academic & 
Fine Arts Showcase 

Applications and Supporting Work 

Deadline: Tuesday, March 3, 2009 

Our MRCS Showcase will be held Friday, 
April 3, 2009 at 6:30 pm.  Enrolled MRCS 
high school students who meet the award 
criteria are encouraged to apply for the 
academic awards.  MRCS enrolled and af-
filiate students are encouraged to prepare 
fine arts performances and exhibit hall en-
tries.  All applications and written support-

ing work must be in the school office by 

Tuesday, March 3.  Applications and 
award criteria can be viewed and 
downloaded from the MRCS website,  
MobileMRCS.com.  If you do not have ac-
cess to the internet, you may call Susan 
Hofer at 639-3160 to request a hard copy.  
Call Joy Moore at 666-9697 with any ques-
tions about the high school academic 
awards.  Call Retta Franklin at 649-3943 
with any questions about performances or 
exhibits. 
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December Field Trip Details:December Field Trip Details:December Field Trip Details:December Field Trip Details:    
Please email Peaches at Please email Peaches at Please email Peaches at Please email Peaches at peachmail@comcast.netpeachmail@comcast.netpeachmail@comcast.netpeachmail@comcast.net    or phone her at 661or phone her at 661or phone her at 661or phone her at 661----4034 for further information on any field trip and to receive Field Trip E4034 for further information on any field trip and to receive Field Trip E4034 for further information on any field trip and to receive Field Trip E4034 for further information on any field trip and to receive Field Trip E----

Flyers, which have more detailed information, pictures, and maps.  REMEMBER make checks to MRCS but mail them with a form to Flyers, which have more detailed information, pictures, and maps.  REMEMBER make checks to MRCS but mail them with a form to Flyers, which have more detailed information, pictures, and maps.  REMEMBER make checks to MRCS but mail them with a form to Flyers, which have more detailed information, pictures, and maps.  REMEMBER make checks to MRCS but mail them with a form to PeaPeaPeaPeaches’ ches’ ches’ ches’ 
home address.  home address.  home address.  home address.  Registration form is located at the top of the following page.Registration form is located at the top of the following page.Registration form is located at the top of the following page.Registration form is located at the top of the following page.    

 

Playhouse in the Park: Playhouse in the Park: Playhouse in the Park: Playhouse in the Park: The Life & Adventures of Santa ClausThe Life & Adventures of Santa ClausThe Life & Adventures of Santa ClausThe Life & Adventures of Santa Claus    
DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:    Thursday, December 4th • DEADLINE:DEADLINE:DEADLINE:DEADLINE:    Tuesday, December 2nd • TIME:TIME:TIME:TIME:        8:30 am sharp! (1:15 mins. showtime)  
COST:COST:COST:COST:     $8 (2 and under free, but may NOTmay NOTmay NOTmay NOT occupy a seat; they must be in Mom’s lap); all ages welcomed, including ex-
tended family • LOCATION:LOCATION:LOCATION:LOCATION:    Saenger Theater, downtown Mobile 
Treat your family to this delightful, original musical! L. Frank Baum, author of The Wizard of Oz, created this whimsical version of the 
life of jolly old St. Nick..  Playhouse in the Park is a children’s theater comprised of local adults and students.  This is always a won-
derful field trip! 

Rails to Trails Family Bike RideRails to Trails Family Bike RideRails to Trails Family Bike RideRails to Trails Family Bike Ride    
DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:    Saturday, December 6th  •  DEADLINE:DEADLINE:DEADLINE:DEADLINE:    Monday, December 1st  
COST:COST:COST:COST:     FREE  •  LOCATION:LOCATION:LOCATION:LOCATION:    Hwy. 98 to north on I-59 in Hattiesburg.  From I-59 
take the Hardy Street exit and go east on Hardy Street to 38th Street (second 
light).  Turn left on 38th Avenue and then right at the next light at 4th Street. The 
Gateway will be on your left at the foot of the water tower at the northern edge of 
the USM campus. 
Bring your whole family for a great bike ride on what was once a railroad track, but has 
now been turned into a safe and beautiful bike trail.  The entire trail is 40 miles long one 
way, beginning at the Gateway on the University of Southern Mississippi campus and end-
ing in Prentiss, MS.  Each family can cover as much or as little of the trail as desired.  For 

a great day’s ride, plan on starting at the Gateway, ride about 2 hours to Sumrall for lunch at Lau-Tori’s Fine Foods, then bike back to 
the starting point.  View maps, pictures, and more at longleaftrace.org.  You can rent bikes at the Gateway shop, or we will try to ar-
range bike transportation if you have bikes but don’t have a rack.  Direct questions to Peaches at peachmail@comcast.net or Retta 
Franklin at fran503@bellsouth.net or 649-3943. 

Mobile Ballet presents: Mobile Ballet presents: Mobile Ballet presents: Mobile Ballet presents: The NutcrackerThe NutcrackerThe NutcrackerThe Nutcracker    
DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:    December 12th   •    NEW NEW NEW NEW DEADLINE:DEADLINE:DEADLINE:DEADLINE:    Friday, November 28th Friday, November 28th Friday, November 28th Friday, November 28th •   TIME:TIME:TIME:TIME:    9:15 am   •    COST:COST:COST:COST:        $5  
LOCATION:LOCATION:LOCATION:LOCATION:    Mobile Civic Center, downtown • AGES:AGES:AGES:AGES:        K5 and up, only ONE adult/family, per Mobile Balletonly ONE adult/family, per Mobile Balletonly ONE adult/family, per Mobile Balletonly ONE adult/family, per Mobile Ballet----
No Exceptions.No Exceptions.No Exceptions.No Exceptions.    
From the beautiful holiday party where Uncle Drosslemeyer creates magic and commands dolls to dance for the 
guests, to the battle between the Nutcracker and the Mouse Queen’s forces, and to the sleigh ride through the snow 
forest to the land of the Sugar Plum Fairy, we experience  Clara’s wondrous dream!  Or, was it really only a dream? 

And in the new year… 
Young Musicians Symphony presents “Go for the Arts: Sing, Dance, Play”Young Musicians Symphony presents “Go for the Arts: Sing, Dance, Play”Young Musicians Symphony presents “Go for the Arts: Sing, Dance, Play”Young Musicians Symphony presents “Go for the Arts: Sing, Dance, Play”    
DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:    Thursday, January 22nd •  DEADLINE:DEADLINE:DEADLINE:DEADLINE:    Tuesday, January 21st • TIME:TIME:TIME:TIME:    9:00 am •  COST:COST:COST:COST:        $4 each (2 and under 
free, but must sit in mom’s lap) •  LOCATION:LOCATION:LOCATION:LOCATION:    Mobile Civic Center, downtown  •  AGES:AGES:AGES:AGES:        All ages and extended family wel-
come!  
Mark your calendars and spend some winter days on the novel Mark your calendars and spend some winter days on the novel Mark your calendars and spend some winter days on the novel Mark your calendars and spend some winter days on the novel To Kill a MockingbirdTo Kill a MockingbirdTo Kill a MockingbirdTo Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee., by Harper Lee., by Harper Lee., by Harper Lee.    

Monroeville County Heritage Museum presents: Monroeville County Heritage Museum presents: Monroeville County Heritage Museum presents: Monroeville County Heritage Museum presents: To Kill a MockingbirdTo Kill a MockingbirdTo Kill a MockingbirdTo Kill a Mockingbird    
DATE:DATE:DATE:DATE:    Tuesday, April 14th  •  TIME:TIME:TIME:TIME:    9:15 am   •   COST:COST:COST:COST:        $15 •  AGES:AGES:AGES:AGES:        Parental Guidance suggested—due to content.  
LOCATION:LOCATION:LOCATION:LOCATION:    The courtroom of the old Monroeville County Courthouse, Monroeville, Alabama, the same site as in the classic 
movie  



 MRCS Field Trip Policies & Reservation Form 
1. You must have a reservation to attend a field trip, class, or event. 
2. All checks must be made payable to MRCSMRCSMRCSMRCS. 
3. SEPARATESEPARATESEPARATESEPARATE checks are required for each field trip, class, or event. 
4. Cash CANNOT CANNOT CANNOT CANNOT be accepted. 
5. All checks must be mailed to Peaches Fink at her home address or dropped in the Fink mailbox. 
6. The reservation forms and checks must be received (by mail or dropped in the Fink mailbox) by midnight on the deadline date. 
7.7.7.7.    For field trips with a fee, reservation forms must accompany your check and must include the number of adults and the number of students must include the number of adults and the number of students must include the number of adults and the number of students must include the number of adults and the number of students 

attending.attending.attending.attending.    
8. For FREEFREEFREEFREE field trips, reservations by email are sufficient. 
9. Refunds will be issued if you cancel by the deadline of that field trip, class, or event.  Refunds cannot be made for a cancellation after the 

deadline. 
10. DO NOT DO NOT DO NOT DO NOT bring more people with you than those for whom you have reservations. 
 

NAME ________________________________________________________________________________NAME ________________________________________________________________________________NAME ________________________________________________________________________________NAME ________________________________________________________________________________        

PHONE & EPHONE & EPHONE & EPHONE & E----MAIL______________________________________________________________________MAIL______________________________________________________________________MAIL______________________________________________________________________MAIL______________________________________________________________________    

Field Trip/Class/Event (include choice of time/day) # Adults # Children Grades of Children Amount Enclosed 

     

     

     

     

   Total Enclosed  
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From our P.E./Presidential Fitness  

Coordinator… 

I want to brag a little about the awesome group of young people we 

have in P.E.  It is so refreshing to be around such well-behaved 

youngsters. 

I want to encourage you to allow time and support for your children 

to work on the Presidential Fitness in between our P.E. Classes.  If 

you have any questions about the exercises or need another demon-

stration, let me know.  Each person participating will receive a cer-

tificate for whatever level they achieve.  We also qualify for recog-

nition as a school group. 

Finally, I could use some help with our students.  As you know, we 

divide up into three groups and there is only one of me.  When we 

begin new games, I need to instruct each group.  Thanks for your 

support and I look forward to next Tuesday and our great group of 

students. 

   Tracy Ewing 

Spring Achievement  
Testing Information: 
Watch January’s newsletter for ordering 
deadlines and more information! 

Iowa Tests of Basic Skills 

Date: Thursday & Friday, May 7th & 8th, 2009 

Time: 8:00 am—12 noon 

Location: Moffett Road Assembly of God 

Stanford Achievement Test  

Date: Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday,  

April 22, 23, 24, 2009 

Time: 8:30 am—12 noon 

Location: Springhill Baptist Church Activity 
Center 



 And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude 
of  the heavenly host  
praising God and saying,  
“Glory to God in the  
highest, and on earth  
peace among those with  
whom he is pleased!” 

Luke 2:13-14 
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Please deliver newsletter information to  
Teresa Stokes no later than the  

20th of each month:  MRCS office or  
tbstokes@comcast.net or 331-3914. 
Low resolution digital pictures,  

3.5 pixels or less, are welcomed! 

December 2008 

Moffett Road Christian SchoolMoffett Road Christian SchoolMoffett Road Christian SchoolMoffett Road Christian School    
6159 Moffett Road, Mobile, AL 36618 

www.mobilemrcs.com     ●     Phone: 391-4663    

Office Hours:  10 amOffice Hours:  10 amOffice Hours:  10 amOffice Hours:  10 am----12 noon on 2nd Tuesday of each month & by appointment12 noon on 2nd Tuesday of each month & by appointment12 noon on 2nd Tuesday of each month & by appointment12 noon on 2nd Tuesday of each month & by appointment    

MRCS Board MembersMRCS Board MembersMRCS Board MembersMRCS Board Members    

Retta FranklinRetta FranklinRetta FranklinRetta Franklin    Administrator 649649649649----3943394339433943    

    

Joy MooreJoy MooreJoy MooreJoy Moore    Assistant Administrator 666666666666----9697969796979697    

Susan HoferSusan HoferSusan HoferSusan Hofer    Librarian and 

High School Counselor 

639639639639----3160316031603160    

Debbie TovesDebbie TovesDebbie TovesDebbie Toves    HSLDA Coordinator  865865865865----5147514751475147    

Teresa StokesTeresa StokesTeresa StokesTeresa Stokes    Newsletter Editor 

Volunteer Coordinator 

331331331331----3914391439143914    

tbstokes@comcast.net 

Tracy EwingTracy EwingTracy EwingTracy Ewing    Cell Group Leader & 

P.E./Pres. Fitness Coordinator 

679679679679----9202920292029202    

Peaches FinkPeaches FinkPeaches FinkPeaches Fink    Cell Group Leader/ 

Field Trip Coordinator 

661661661661----4034403440344034    

peachmail@comcast.net 

Wendy RamseyWendy RamseyWendy RamseyWendy Ramsey    Cell Group Leader 661661661661----4120412041204120    

Torie StrongTorie StrongTorie StrongTorie Strong    Cell Group Leader 679679679679----4647464746474647    

Monica WarrenMonica WarrenMonica WarrenMonica Warren    Cell Group Leader 662662662662----7637763776377637    

Sherri FoxSherri FoxSherri FoxSherri Fox    Hospitality Coordinator 649649649649----1383138313831383    

 Recommended laughter: 
Search youtube.com for  

a former MRCS mom’s debut  
“I Will Survive -  

Homeschool version” 
Be encouraged! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2  PE Class  
    2 pm Mobile 

3   PE Class  
 3 pm Bay Minette 

4 Faculty 
Christmas Party 

5 Strong Cell 
    Meeting 

6 

7 8 9  PE Class  
    2 pm Mobile 

10 PE Class  
 3 pm Bay Minette 

11 12 High School 
Christmas Party 

13 

14 15 16 PE Class  
    2 pm Mobile 

17 PE Class  
 3 pm Bay Minette 

18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
to all our MRCS families!  



FYI….. 
We would like to give you information in this section each month about various classes available to enhance your homeschool-

ing experience.  This is a section where you can find out about  music, art, and other opportunities available in our area 

through private or group instruction.  Please keep in mind that MRCS does not endorse any particular teacher or class; we en-

courage you to seek out references for those particular teachers or classes that interest you. 

Culinary Classes at Mobile Fixture, for middle/high school students only, have limited 
space in both classes.  Your check will reserve your student’s place. Class B will meet Wednesday, 
December 10th, 12 noon - 3pm.  Class A will meet Thursday, December 18th, 12 noon - 3 pm.  Cost 
is $20 for each monthly class.  Students will break into teams to prepare the assigned recipes from a 
full menu and then enjoy eating the fruits (or sweets) of their labor. Contact Peaches Fink, peach-
mail@comcast.net. 

The 2008-2009 To Kill a Mockingbird Essay Contest, sponsored by The University 
of Alabama, has a theme of how life has changed in the South from the time period depicted in the 
book.  The statewide winner as judged by The Honors College will receive $500.  The deadline for 
submissions is December 12, 2008.  An entry form is available in the MRCS office.  For further infor-
mation, contact Dr. Fran Oneal, (205) 348-5554 or foneal@ua.edu. 

Mobile Home School Chorus spring semester begins Friday, January 9th.  Rehearsals are 
at Spring Hill Baptist Church from 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm.  The chorus is open to any home school stu-
dent in grades 8-12, capacity permitting.  Email Director Bill Taylor, btaylor@shbc.cc, with ques-
tions and requests for registration information. 

Port City Diving can liven up your physical education experience.  Classes begin the week of 
January 9, 2009.  Port City Diving offers:  Safety Certified instructor 
with over 15 years of experience;  Group classes – ranging from 4-8 
divers;  Flexible days and hours – set by the group;  Motivational pro-
gramming based on personal goals;  Self paced progression;  No ex-
perience needed;  Reduced fees with semester commitment.  Visit 
our web site for more information on fees, programs and additional 
opportunities: www.portcitydiving.com   
Home School Contact: Kristi Tanner – ktanner@ktgenterprises.com – 

454-2533;  Head Coach: Barb Parker – bparker@pointclear.net  - 454-9872 

TeenPact Early Bird Registration remains open through December.  For more informa-
tion, visit their website, www.teenpact.com and click on Alabama for state class information.  Let 
Retta know if you plan to attend.  Watch next month’s newsletter for information on TeenPact study 

classes for MRCS students to begin in January and continue through February. 

The Mobile Regional Science & Engineering Fair will be held Friday, March 27, 
2009, at the Mitchell Center, University of South Alabama.  Sixth through twelfth grade students par-
ticipating will compete for many awards and prizes including four-year, full-tuition scholarships to 
USA.  The registration deadline is Friday, February 27, 2009.  More information is available at the 
fair website, www.southalabama.edu/mrsef. 
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