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Please keep on 

clipping your 
 
 
 

through the  
holidays!   

Our next turn-in 
date will be in 

February! 

December Faculty Meeting: 

Gingerbread Houses 
Mark your calendars now for our Christmas Faculty Meeting, scheduled for Monday , December 
6, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm, at Moffett Road Assembly’s Fellowship Hall.  All 
ages are welcomed to help us make Gingerbread Houses.  Bring at least 
one butter box (the long kind, like Land Oô Lakes) for each child and a 
box of graham crackers (not the sugared kind) and a bag of some sort 
of candy for all to share (something that would look good on a Gin-
gerbread House).  We will supply the icing to ñglueò the candy on. 
Please RSVP to Retta Franklin by Thursday, December 2, at 649-
3943 or fran503@bellsouth.net.  Donôt miss this really SWEET 

event.  PLEASE NOTE DATE & TIME CHANGE! 

MessengerMessenger   

Contact Your Alabama Legislator:  

Tim Tebow Bill in Alabama  
Alabama homeschoolers may have a tremendous opportunity as a result of the recent historic 
change in leadership in the Alabama Legislature.  Many of you may be aware that in recent years 
some Alabama legislators, who are friends of homeschoolers, have tried to pass a bill called the Tim 
Tebow Bill.  This bill would create a law similar to laws in other states that would allow homeschool-
ers to participate in extra-curricular activities with public school students.  Each time passage was 

tried the previous leadership blocked it from even coming to a vote. 

  

It would be very helpful in the process of getting this bill passed if each of you would contact your 
recently elected or re-elected senators and representatives to let them know how much support this 
bill has.  This law would allow our students to use all of their talents without giving up an excellent 

home education.  If passed, the Tim Tebow Bill has great 
potential to positively impact all Alabama homeschoolers, 
even those who do not need to take advantage of the 
opportunities it offers.  Unfortunately, many of our coun-
terparts in the traditional school realm still believe the 
myth that homeschooling produces socially stunted indi-
viduals.  This law would allow us to demonstrate that our 
students are normal, well-adjusted children, who relate 
well to their peers and function successfully in team and 

group settings. 

  

Please join with other homeschooling parents by taking action for the benefit of all Alabama 
homeschoolers, and feel free to forward this information to any other homeschooling families outside 
of our association who would be interested in helping all Alabama children have the opportunity to 

use their gifts.       

mailto:fran503@bellsouth.net


Spotlighting Our 
Studentséé 
Rebekah Taylor was recently selected to play with the 

Alabama All State Orchestra.  Rebekah also has won the 
VFW Voice of Democracy Essay Contest for our local post, 
which included a $20,000 scholarship to Spring Hill Col-
lege. The Veterans of Foreign Wars, Robert L. Bullard Post 
49, sponsored the 2010 ñVoice of Democracy Scholarship 
Competition.ò  Students in 9th-12th 
grades competed for national scholar-
ships, totaling over $149,000.  The 
Honorable Joe Langan Charitable 
Trust Fund provided the scholarship 
to Spring Hill College for the VFW 
Post 49 winner.  This essay contest 
was won locally last year by MRCS 
graduate, Adam Hofer, and this year 

by Rebekah. 

b 

Lacie Fink was selected from over 300 applicants across 

the country to serve as a TeenPact Staffer for both Alabama I 
& II classes in March 2011.  She will be responsible for field 
events at both the State Capital and Attorney General's office, 
as well as leading worship and devotions at the TeenPact 

Camp in the evenings. 

 

ALL Homeschoolers Ages 6 and Up… 

Presidential Physical Fitness Testing! 

 
The Physical Fitness Test recognizes students for their level of 

physical fitness in five activities: 

¶ Curl-ups (or partial curl-ups) 

¶ Shuttle run 

¶ Endurance run/walk 

¶ Pull-ups (or right angle push-ups or flexed-arm hang) 

¶ V-sit reach (or sit and reach) 

Come join us for practices beginning on Tuesday mornings in 
January!  We will meet on a monthly basis, immediately follow-
ing one of our regularly scheduled P.E. classes, and then do 
our final testing in April!  Look for more information in the Janu-
ary newsletter!  A small fee for the award will apply for those 
not participating in the P.E. class.  Parents may visit 
www.presidentschallenge.org to find information on the five 

fitness activities involved.  Contact Jennifer at  

jenniferalbertson6@gmail.com with any questions. 

Open Registration  

for Spring P.E. Class  
 

If you are interested in enrolling your K5-6th grade 
homeschooler in a weekly P.E. class, spring semester 
registration is now open.  The class costs $15 per family 
for the spring semester.  We meet on Tuesday mornings 
from 9 am -10 am in the gym at Christ Fellowship Baptist 
Church. located at 445 Azalea Road, Mobile.  Please e-
mail Jennifer Albertson at jenniferalbertson6@gmail.com 
or call at 251-300-0040 to register.  Note: Class is limited 
in size and priority is given to families currently participat-

ing in P.E. class.  

 

Congratulations to MACH Robotics 
Mobile Area Coalition of Homeschoolers Robotics Team 

MACH placed second in the recent local Jubilee BEST competi-
tion of 30 middle and high school teams and competed regionally 
at the University of Auburn.   MRCS students who were a part of 
the team include: Kizzie Fleming, Jacob Hembree, Ethan 
Hofer, Andrew Stokes, Baxley Stokes, and Emory Walker.  
B.E.S.T Robotics is a nationwide student led program designed to 
encourage students to pursue careers in engineering, science, 
and technology through participation in a sports-like science and 
engineeringïbased robotics competition. There are many aspects 
to this competition such as building a robot, writing a technical 
notebook, presenting a marketing presentation, building an ex-
hibit, and spirit & sportsmanship. Learn more about this program 
by visiting www.machrobotics.com or www.jubileebest.org.  Mid-
dle and high school students are invited to be a part of next yearôs 

team.  Watch your newsletter next spring and summer for details. 
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December Field Trip Details: 
PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF OUR FIELD TRIP POLICIES!  All checks must be mailed to the MRCS OFFICE: 6159 Moffett 
Road, Mobile AL 36618.  Checks may also be dropped off at the Moffett Road Assembly church office. Hours are Monday - 
Thursday, 8 am - 3 pm.  The reservation forms and checks must be received by the deadline date.  A Field Trip Reserva-
tion Form is on the top of the following page! 

Playhouse in the Park presents ñBabes in Toylandò 
DATE: Thursday,  December 2 

RESERVATION DEADLINE: DEADLINE IS PAST 

MEETING TIME: 8:30 am  Å  COST: $7.00 per person  

AGES: All ages welcomed  Å  LOCATION: Historic Saenger Theater, 6 Joachim Street, Mobile 

Mobile Ballet presents ñThe Nutcrackerò 
DATE: Thursday,  December 9 

RESERVATION DEADLINE: DEADLINE IS PAST 

MEETING TIME: 9:15 am  Å  COST: $5.00 per person  

AGES: K4 and up Å  LOCATION: The Mobile Civic Center Theater 
 

ON YOUR OWN FIELD TRIP:  

The Columbus Foundation presents 

The Nina & the Pinta 
DATE: Thursday,  December 9 through,  

Sunday, December 12 
LOCATION: Dog River Marina, Mobile, AL 

Visit www.thenina.com for more information. 
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Christmas  

Baking Class  
LIMITED to 15 students per class! 
Chef Stacy with Mobile Fixture will have two  

classes for students who are interested in  

learning the culinary art of baking with  

Christmas in mind. The Grades 7-12 class is  

FULL, but FIVE openings are available in  

the Grades 2-6 class.   

GRADES 2-6:  Tuesday, December 7th  
Cost: $20  ·  Time: 10 am - noon 

GRADES 7-12:  Tuesday, December 14th  
Cost: $20   ·  Time: 10 am - noon 
Classes will begin promptly at 10:00 am, so  

arrive a few minutes early.  Sign up with  

Peaches Fink at peachmail@comcast.net  or  

661-4034. 

MRCS Academic & Fine Arts 
Showcase 

Applications and Supporting Work  

Deadline: Tuesday, March 1, 2011 
 

Our MRCS Showcase will be held Friday, April 15, 2011 at 
6:30 pm.  Enrolled MRCS high school students who meet the 
award criteria are encouraged to apply for the academic 
awards.  MRCS enrolled and affiliate students are encouraged 
to prepare fine arts performances and exhibit hall entries.  All 
applications and written supporting work must be in the school 
office by Tuesday, March 1.  Applications and award criteria 
can be viewed and downloaded from the MRCS website, Mo-
bileMRCS.com.  If you do not have access to the internet, you 
may call Susan Hofer at 639-3160 to request a hard copy.  Call 
Joy Moore at 666-9697 with any questions about the high 
school academic awards.  Call Retta Franklin at 649-3943 with 
any questions about performances or exhibits. 

Remember your students should be working NOW to accu-
mulate hours for the AFAS community and mission service 
awards.  See our school website for student qualifications, 
qualifying service, and hours needed.  Service hours accumu-
late March 1 to February 28 or 29.   

peachmail@comcast.net%20


 MRCS Field Trip Policies & Reservation Form 
1.You must have a reservation to attend a field trip, class, or event. 

2.All checks must be made payable to MRCS. 

3.SEPARATE checks are required for each field trip, class, or event. 

4.Cash CANNOT be accepted. 

5.All checks must be mailed to the MRCS OFFICE: 6159 Moffett Road, Mobile AL 36618. 

6.The reservation forms and checks must be received by the deadline date. 

7.For field trips with a fee, reservation forms must accompany your check and must include the number of adults 
and the number of students attending. 

8.For FREE field trips, reservations by email to the Field Trip Coordinator are sufficient. 
9.Refunds will be issued if you cancel by the deadline of that field trip, class, or event.  Refunds cannot be made for a 

cancellation after the deadline. 

10.DO NOT bring more people with you than those for whom you have reservations. 

NAME ______________________________________________________PHONE & EMAIL_____________________________ 

Field Trip/Class/Event  (include choice of time/day) # Adults # Children Grades of  
Children 

Amount  
Enclosed 

     

     

     

     

     

   Total Enclosed  
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Stanford Achievement Test Information 
Date:  Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday, April 13, 14, 15, 2011  •  Time:  8:30 am –12:00 noon  •  Grades: 3rd  - 11th       

Deadline to order from BJU:  Valentines’ Day, February 14, 2011   Å  Location:  Dauphin Way Baptist Church 

Peaches Fink will coordinate the SAT again this year.  This will not be through MRCS, so you must contact her for instructions.  
Wednesday and Thursday will be testing days; Friday will be the ONLY make-up day.  When ordering, advise BJU that your test 
administrator is "Peaches Fink" and your test should be mailed to her home address.  Peaches already has an account set 
up for this process.  Order your tests by calling BJU: 1-800-845-5731.  If you have further questions, contact Peaches at 661-

4034, or cell, 680-3825.   

Spring Achievement Testing Information: 
Below is initial information on testing options.  Watch your newsletter for test order forms and more information in January.  You may 
choose to test your students according to published school policy with either of these testing opportunities, being certain a copy of 
your studentôs test results  is given to the school administrator for our school files. 

Iowa Tests of Basic Skills Information 
Date:  Thursday & Friday, May 5 & 6, 2011   •   Time: 8:00 am-12:00 noon 

Deadline to order at MRCS office:  Monday, February 21, 2011    •    Location:  Moffett Road Assembly of God  

You must test if:  a) this is your first year with MRCS and your student is in the 3rd grade or above; b) your student is in the 3rd, 
5th, or 8th grade.; c) the administrator instructed you to test this year.  Each student must test on grade level unless given permis-

sion otherwise by the administrator.  Contact Retta Franklin,  649-3943, or fran503@bellsouth.net, with any questions. 

mailto:fran503@bellsouth.net


Page 5 

Registration for the 2011 classes is opened. Visit  

http://www.teenpact.com/index.php?page=AL for early-
bird registration discount information.  Direct other ques-
tions to Retta Franklin,  649-3943 or 

fran503@bellsouth.net. 

 

High School Christmas Party: 
Christmas and Lights at Bellingrath Gardens 

This year we will host our annual Christmas party on Friday, December 3rd, at Bellingrath Gardens. If you have signed up for din-
ner, please arrive at Belllingrath at 4:00 pm and plan to pay your fee of $19.50 when you arrive.  If youôve signed up for the 
Christmas and Lights walking tour only, please arrive by 5:30 pm and plan to pay $9.50 when you arrive.  Directions to Bellin-
grath are as follows:  Take Interstate 10 West to Exit 15A.  Take a right on to US 90 West to Historic Mobile Parkway.  Go 4.9 miles 
left on County Road 59.  Go 2.8 miles and take a left on Bellingrath Gardens Road.  Contact Alex Davis, alexdavisx@gmail.com, or 

call 251-644-8809, with any questions.  

December Service Activity: 

Salvation Army  

Angel Tree Distribution Center 
 

Date: Friday, December 17th 

Time: 8:30 am ï 12:30 pm or 12:00 pm ï 4:00 pm 

Location: 65 Sidney Phillips Drive (old Dillardôs ware-
house, across from Phillips Prep School off Old Shell) 
RSVP: ktanner@ktgenterprises.com; no later than 
12/15/2010; please include which shift you will work 

and how many will attend. 

 

Angel Tree accepts families into their program who can-
not afford to purchase gifts for their children for Christ-
mas.  Salvation Army has approximately 3000 children 
enrolled for the 2010 season.  As a volunteer you will 
be a ñgift runnerò.  When the parent/guardian comes to 
pick-up gifts, the gift runner will go through the ware-
house, locate the matching number, and bring items to 

the front. 

 

Two shifts are available ï you have the option to chose 
one shift or you could come for both.  Please RSVP by 
the date listed; a count must be given to the Salvation 
Army.  Siblings (6th grade and up) of High School stu-

dents are welcome to come and help. 

The Year Book 

Staff is é 

Looking for You!  
 

If you have photos of high school events that you 
would like to share, please forward them to Sam 
Stanley at SamuAub@aol.com or to Mrs. Ewing 
at bewing01@att.net.  Please donôt send senior por-
traits but pictures of high schoolers or events that are  
humorous or of interest to others.  Your help will 
make our 2010-2011 Year Book a great one!  Thank 

you, in advance, for your contribution. 

mailto:fran503@bellsouth.net
mailto:alexdavisx@gmail.com
mailto:ktanner@ktgenterprises.com
mailto:SamuAub@aol.com
mailto:bewing01@att.net


 

High School Bonfire Highlights...  
 

What a great time was had by all who attended the High School Bonfire!  Many thank-youôs are due...to the Hembrees for hosting us, 

to the Buckelews for the delicious barbeque,  to Mr. Berlon Graham for making square-dancers out of us all, and to all the high school 

moms who brought side dishes.   
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Moffett Road Christian SchoolMoffett Road Christian School  
6159 Moffett Road, Mobile, AL 36618 

www.mobilemrcs.com     ●     Phone: 391-4663    

Office Hours:  10 am-12 noon on 2nd Tuesday of each month & by appointment 

MRCS Board Members 

Retta Franklin Administrator 649-3943 

 

Joy Moore Assistant Administrator 

Volunteer Coordinator 

666-9697 

 

Susan Hofer Librarian and 

High School Counselor 

639-3160 

 

Debbie Toves HSLDA Coordinator  

High School Activities 

865-5147 

 

Tracy Ewing Cell Group Leader 

 

679-9202 

Stacey Farni Cell Group Leader 679-9298 

Peaches Fink Cell Group Leader 

 

661-4034 

peachmail@comcast.net 

Wendy Ramsey Cell Group Leader 214-3023 

Monica Warren Cell Group Leader 662-7637 
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Please deliver newsletter information to  

Teresa Stokes no later than the  

20th of each month:  MRCS office or  
tbstokes@comcast.net or 331-3914. 

Low resolution digital pictures,  

3.5 pixels or less, are welcomed! 

 

òBut when the fullness of 

time had come, God sent 

forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, 

to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that we 

might receive adoption as 

sons. And because you are 

sons, God has sent the Spirit 

of his Son into our hearts, 

crying, ôAbba! Father!õ So 

you are no longer a slave, but 

a son, and if a son, then an 

heir through God.ó 
b Galatians 4:4-7  

  

Office 
 

 

Office Open  

10-12 noon 
 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

 

Office Open  

10 am -12 noon 

 

Merry  
Christmas!  

December 2010December 2010   

Gingerbread 

Houses 
10:30 am-12:30 pm 



2011 CHEF of  Alabama Convention & Curriculum Fair 
 

CHEF of Alabama is pleased to announce that the 23rd Annual Homeschool Convention and Curriculum Fair will be held June 23-
24, 2011, at Gardendale First Baptist Church. Gardendale is located just 10 minutes from downtown Birmingham and is easily 
accessible with affordable hotels and restaurants nearby.  
 

"Educating for Eternity" is the 2011 theme, with a focus on family discipleship. Keynote speakers include Kevin Swanson 
(Generations with Vision), Vicki Bentley (HSLDA Early Years Coordinator), and DeWitt Black (HSLDA Senior Counsel). More 
speakers will be added to address a variety of homeschool topics. Check the CHEF website often to see updates on speakers and 
vendors. 
 

CHEF is offering free admission to families whose oldest child is 5 or under at the time of the convention. This is a great way to 
introduce young families to the benefits of homeschooling, so invite them to come along with you! 
 
Mark your calendar for June 23-24 and join us for a time of encouragement and fellowship with other homeschool families.  

We would like to give you information in this section each month about various classes 
available to enhance your homeschooling experience.  This is a section where you can find 
out about music, art, and other opportunities available in our area through private or group instruc-
tion.  Please keep in mind that MRCS does not endorse any particular teacher or class; we encour-
age you to seek out references for those particular teachers or classes that interest you. 

Two openings for piano students are available for the spring semester with teacher Bill Taylor, MRCS home school 

dad and Spring Hill Baptist Associate Minister of Music.  You may contact him at 660-8929 or  btaylor@shbc.cc.   

 

The 2011 Mobile Regional Science and Engineering Fair is scheduled for March 25 

& 26.  Participation is open to all 6th through 12th grade students from Mobile, Baldwin, and surrounding counties.  
Students compete for many awards, including two full-tuition scholarships to USA for the top two high school divi-
sion winners.  Get all the details at www.southalabama.edu/mrsef. 

 

In our school library you will find free copies of study booklets 

and practice tests for the ACT.  Drop by during an office day or during a faculty meeting and 
pick up one.  Also, the EKnowledge Test Prep 3 BOOK SET is a new addition to our school 
library.  These books cover every testable point on both the SAT and ACT, and include 800 
pages, 2500 detailed questions and answers, quizzes, practice questions and supporting docu-
mentation. They work in conjunction with the PowerPrepÊ DVD or as a stand-alone program. 
The books have more questions and detailed explanations than the PowerPrepÊ DVD Pro-
grams.  

You and your teens are invited to the inaugural meet-
ing of the 1st District of Alabamaôs Generation Joshua 
Club.  The goal of Generation Joshua is to cultivate leaders and to equip them to 

use their beliefs to influence the political process.  For more information regarding the 
advantages of membership with Generation Joshua, visit their website at 

http://generationjoshua.org.  Our guest speaker for this meeting will be Alabama State Senator Rusty Glover of Mobile.  We will meet 
at Northside Bible Church, 2700 University Blvd., at 4:00 pm, December 2, 2010.  Snacks and finger foods will be provided.  For di-
rections and/or map: http://northsidebiblechurch.net/find-us-2.  For more information, please contact our adult sponsor Lesa Wither-
ington: lesa@teenbiztalk.com or our President Abby Burton: fabs32892@aol.com. 

 

First Baptist North Mobile is having a Christmas Concert & Party for Home School 
students on December 1 at 3:00 pm in their auditorium.  "Voices of Mobile" from the University of Mobile will be performing.  

Bible Study groups from various schools will be attending.  MRCS has been invited.  If you are interested or have questions, call Amy 
Breland (home # 679-4972; cell # 581-2441) so she can have a general head-count. Moms are asked to bring a finger food for the 
party afterward.  The majority of students will be middle school age, but all ages are welcomed. 
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