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Second  
quarter grades  

NOW due to your  
cell group leader  

 

Keep clipping your 
 
 

Final turn in  
for this year is 

February 15, 2011. 

MessengerMessenger  

MRCS Academic  
& Fine Arts Showcase 

Friday, April 1, 2011   (Note the Date Change) 
Applications, Supporting Work, & Service Hours Deadline:  

Tuesday, March 1, 2011 

 
Our MRCS Showcase will be held Friday, April 1, 2011, at 6:30 pm.  Enrolled MRCS high 

school students who meet the award criteria are encouraged to apply for the academic awards.  
MRCS enrolled and affiliate students are encouraged to prepare fine arts performances and ex-
hibit hall entries.  All applications and written supporting work must be in the school office by 
Tuesday, March 1.  Applications and award criteria can be viewed, downloaded and printed from 
the MRCS website, MobileMRCS.com.  These forms have all been recently updated.  If you do not 
have access to the internet, you may call Susan Hofer at 639-3160 to request a hard copy.  Call 
Joy Moore at 666-9697 with any questions about the high school academic awards.  If the change 
in date poses a conflict for you, or if you have any questions about performances or exhibits, call 
Retta Franklin at 649-3943.   

Remember your students should be working NOW to accumulate hours for the AFAS commu-
nity and mission service awards.  See our school website for student qualifications, qualifying ser-
vice, and hours needed.  Service hours accumulate March 1 to February 28 or 29.   

   
Curriculum Discussion & Sale 

 

Tuesday, February 8 • 6:30 pm 
Moffett Road Assembly of God Fellowship Hall 

Plan now to join the on-going curriculum conversation at our annual Curriculum Discus-
sion & Sale.  Find out what has worked for our “been there” board members and cell leaders; 
then visit their curriculum displays to actually see and handle what they are using.  Plan to visit the 
used curriculum and book sale tables to begin your purchases for next school year.  Also, you can 
clear your bookcases/closets/under-bed storage of curriculum materials to sell and make a little 
cash.  Call Retta Franklin at 649-3943 by Saturday, February 5th,  to reserve table space to sell 
your curriculum.  Remember to bring a finger-food to share and turn in your Box Tops for Educa-
tion! 



 

ALL Homeschoolers Ages 6 and Up…Presidential Physical Fitness Testing! 

The Physical Fitness Test recognizes students for their level of physical fitness in five activities: 

Curl-ups (or partial curl-ups)   Shuttle run  

Endurance run/walk  Pull-ups (or right angle push-ups or flexed-arm hang)  V-sit reach (or sit and reach) 

Come join us for practices on Tuesday mornings!  We meet on a monthly basis, immediately following one of our regularly sched-
uled P.E. classes, and then do our final testing in April!  A small fee for the award will apply for those not participating in the P.E. 
class.  Parents may visit www.presidentschallenge.org to find information on the five fitness activities involved.  Contact Jennifer at 

jenniferalbertson6@gmail.com with any questions. 

Important: 
K5 

Graduation 
Meeting 
 

February 8 
6:00 pm 

 

If you have a K5  student participat-
ing in the kindergarten graduation 
ceremony, please meet with Debbie 
Toves at 6:00 pm, prior to the Febru-
ary 8 faculty meeting, in the sanctu-
ary of Moffett Road Assembly of 
God.  Details about the K5 gradua-
tion will be discussed at this time, 
so plan now to attend. Thank you. 
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Above MRCS Scripps National Spelling Bee Winners & Participants:   
Erica Burleson - 1st place; Jacob Fink - 2nd place 
Back row - Max Brazelton, Christian Stanley, Courtney Farni,  
Erica Burleson.  Front row - Jacob Fink, Dawson Farni, Alissa Fink 
At left Mobile District Scripps National Spelling Bee: 
MRCS winners traveling to Birmingham for the Alabama Homeschool Bee 
are Jacob Fink, 2nd place; Courtney Farni, 3rd place. 
MRCS participants are Erica Burleson, Dawson Farni, Alissa Fink, and 
Christian Stanley. 

On your right, Lambda Zeta members recently held 
a Blood Drive with LifeSouth.  Benjamin Burleson 
won the competition for the most donors and re-
ceived a $30 iTunes gift card!  MRCS students par-
ticipating were: Benjamin Burleson, Alex Davis, 
Katelyn Ewing, Lacie Fink, and Benjamin Fink. 



Spring Achievement Testing Information: 
You may choose to test your students according to published school policy with either of these testing opportu-

nities, being certain a copy of your student’s test results is given to the school administrator for our school files. 
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Student Name (First & Last) Test Level Unit Price Total 

 Grade 3 $44.00  

 Grade 4 $44.00  

 Grade 5 $44.00  

 Grade 6 $44.00  

 Grade 7 $44.00  

 Grade 8 $44.00  

 Grade 9 $44.00  

 Grade 10 $44.00  

 Grade 11 $44.00  

 Subtotal   

 Shipping  $5.00 

Deadline to order at MRCS office:   

Monday, February 21, 2011    

TOTAL   

Iowa Tests of Basic Skills Information 
Date:  Thursday & Friday, May 5 & 6, 2011  •   Time: 8:00 am-12:00 noon  Location:  Moffett Road Assembly  

Deadline to order at MRCS office:  Monday, February 21, 2011    

You must test if:  a) this is your first year with MRCS and your student is in the 3rd grade or above; b) your student is in 
the 3rd, 5th, or 8th grade; c) the administrator instructed you to test this year.  Each student must test on grade level 
unless given permission otherwise by the administrator.  The following form and payment should be mailed or delivered 
to the MRCS office no later than Monday, February 21, 2011.  The current unit price for each individual test is $44.00 
with a shipping charge per family of $5.00.  Make checks payable to MRCS.  Contact Retta Franklin,  649-3943, or 

fran503@bellsouth.net, with any questions. 

Iowa Tests of Basic Skills Order Form   •   Test Dates: May 5 & 6, 2011 
Parent’s Name ___________________________________________      Phone: _________________________ 

Email:_________________________________________________       Cell: ______________________ 

Stanford Achievement Test Information 
Date:  Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday, April 13, 14, 15, 2011 

Time:  8:30 am –12:00 noon  •  Grades: 3rd  - 11th       

Deadline to order from BJU:  Valentines’ Day, February 14, 2011   •  Location:  Dauphin Way Baptist Church 

Peaches Fink will coordinate the SAT again this year.  This will not be through MRCS.  Wednesday and Thursday will be 
testing days; Friday will be the ONLY make-up day.  Additional testing time for students taking the SAT will not be ac-
commodated.  When ordering, advise BJU that your test administrator is "Peaches Fink" and that your test 
should be mailed to her home address.  Peaches already has an account set up for this process.  Order your 
tests by calling BJU: 1-800-845-5731.  If you have further questions, contact Peaches at 661-4034, or cell, 680-3825.  
Peaches needs at least two more testers; please consider volunteering.  Thank you! 

mailto:fran503@bellsouth.net
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Winter Field Trip Details: 
PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF OUR FIELD TRIP POLICIES!  All checks must be mailed to the MRCS OFFICE: 6159 Moffett 
Road, Mobile AL 36618.  Checks may also be dropped off at the Moffett Road Assembly church office. Hours are Monday - 
Thursday, 8 am - 3 pm.  The reservation forms and checks must be received by the deadline date.  A Field Trip Reservation 
Form is at the bottom of the following page! 

Valentine Party & Field Trip 
Location:  Partridge Plantation Farm - Cumberland Road, Irvington 

Date:  Monday, February 14        Reservation Deadline:  Thursday, February 9 

Time:  9:30 am       Ages:  Preschool to 8th grade       Cost:  $7 per person 

The farm opens at 9:30 a.m., and following a brief welcome, we'll split into groups to enjoy a wonderful hands-on learning experience. 
Everyone will have a chance to go through the fields of the Plantation on a hayride.  You will return to the classroom (converted 
school bus) to discuss small farm animals and how they relate to our lives.  Then we'll take a break for pony rides through the Planta-
tion Forest.  Moving to the Big Red Barn, we'll discuss the most important, smartest, most gentle and prettiest farm animals. Outside 

the barn are many animals roaming the Plantation at will for everyone to become acquainted with.   

After washing up for lunch, we'll spread out a quilt and relax in the shade of the trees.  After lunch, the farm-designed playground will 
open as classes rotate from the playground to the country store where most gifts are under $3.00.   
Our Valentine party will begin after lunch.  Each student will need to bring a decorated shoe box for collecting Valentines and enough 
Valentines for everyone else.  We will also enjoy a few games, face painting, and a group picture.  Bring your own lunch and 
drinks.  Children will decorate their own Valentine Cookies for dessert!!  Please mail your check and reservation form 
to the school office before the deadline, February 9. 

 
 
 
 

Gulf Coast Exploreum: Giant Insects (A Robotic Infestation) 
IMAX: Bugs! A Rainforest Adventure www.exploreum.com 
DATE: Thursday,  March 3    •  RESERVATION DEADLINE: Wednesday, February 23 

MEETING TIME: 8:45 am • AGES: All ages welcomed  • LOCATION: Gulf Coast Exploreum, Government Blvd. 

COST:  Non-members - $11.00 per student (all ages) - $16.00 per adult 

           Exploreum members -  $7.50 ages 12 and under 

                                              $8.00 ages 13-17 

                                              $9.00 adults 

          All prices include the IMAX and all permanent exhibits.  Your tickets are valid for the ENTIRE day! 
 

If you thought there were already big bugs in Mobile, think again!  Giant Insects is the Gulf Coast Exploreum’s newest interactive trav-
eling exhibit. Giant Insects features six oversized robotic bugs, three giant mechanical insect heads, an insect art gallery, a live insect 
zoo, preserved specimens, special lab activities and MORE.   Bugs! A Rainforest Adventure is a live-action nature drama filmed in 
awe inspiring, totally immersive large format. Shot on location in Borneo and in a purpose-built studio in Oxford, England, Bugs! ex-
plores the dramatic and savage lives of an Old World praying mantis and a beautiful butterfly, known by their Latin names, Hierodula 
and Papilio. This 40-minute feature combines incredible footage with cutting-edge IMAX® technology to deliver a fantastically enter-
taining and enlightening experience about the little guys in life.  
Schedule:  9:00 - 9:50 Giant Insects exhibit 

                 10:00 - 10:40 IMAX film 

                 10:45 - 11:45 Minds-On Hall 

                 11:45 - 12:15 My BodyWorks 
Feel free to go for lunch and come back in the afternoon for the other permanent exhibits.  Please mail reservation form and check to 
MRCS to arrive no later than Feb. 23.  Please list on the reservation form whether you are paying member or non-member prices.   



And in the Spring we look forward toé. 

The Environmental Studies Center  1601 Girby Road in Mobile 
DATE: Wednesday, April 6  •  Time:  12:00 noon •  RESERVATION DEADLINE:  Wednesday, March 30 

AGES: All ages welcome  •  COST: $3.50 per person (students and adults) 

The Environmental Studies Center is a natural sciences education facility, designed to pro-
vide unique learning experiences. Featuring over 500 acres of rich woodlands, the Center 
affords teachers, students and the general public an opportunity to experience firsthand the 
natural environment and the interrelationships governing our living world. Natural resources 
include pine and bay forests, swamps, freshwater streams, carnivorous plant bogs, and a 
twenty-acre lake. Man-made facilities include numerous nature and hiking trails, an outdoor 
amphitheater, covered pavilions, a weather station and STARLAB Planetarium, live animal 

exhibits, native plants garden, and multipur-
pose instruction building. The building con-
tains an auditorium, library, and classroom/
exhibit space containing live reptiles and am-
phibians, a salt-water aquarium, and numer-
ous preserved specimens commonly encoun-

tered throughout southern Alabama.     

The pavilion will be available at 11:30 for those who want to bring a pic-
nic lunch to enjoy before the field trip.       
Please mail reservation form and check to MRCS to arrive no later than 

March 30. 

Page 5 

 MRCS Field Trip Policies & Reservation Form 
1. You must have a reservation to attend a field trip, class, or event. 
2. All checks must be made payable to MRCS. 
3. SEPARATE checks are required for each field trip, class, or event. 
4. Cash CANNOT be accepted. 
5. All checks must be mailed to the MRCS OFFICE: 6159 Moffett Road, Mobile AL 36618. 
6. The reservation forms and checks must be received by the deadline date. 
7. For field trips with a fee, reservation forms must accompany your check and must include the number of adults 

and the number of students attending. 
8. For FREE field trips, reservations by email to the Field Trip Coordinator are sufficient. 
9. Refunds will be issued if you cancel by the deadline of that field trip, class, or event.  Refunds cannot be made for 

a cancellation after the deadline. 
10. DO NOT bring more people with you than those for whom you have reservations. 

NAME __________________________________________PHONE & EMAIL__________________________________________ 

Field Trip/Class/Event  (include choice of time/day) # Adults # Children Grades of  
Children 

Amount  
Enclosed 

     

     

   Total Enclosed  
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SAVE THE 

DATE:  
Jr. & Sr. Prom  

Saturday evening,  

April 16, 2011  

February High School Activity 
          What: Eastern Shore Shopping Adventure 
           When: Friday, February 18th, 11:30 am - 5:00 pm 

 Meet: Cottage Hill Baptist Church parking lot 
On Friday February 18th, we will enjoy shopping and fellowship at the malls on 

the Eastern Shore.  In accordance with tradition, we will convene at 
Cottage Hill Baptist Church at 11:30 am, and assigned chaperones 

will drive everyone to the Chick-Fil-A in Malbis. After finishing a 
wonderful meal there, the group will have the opportunity to 

tour through the Malbis Mall until 3:00 pm. At that point, our 
chaperones will take us back to Bass Pro Shops in 

Daphne. Chaperones will return each person back to Cottage Hill at approximately 5:00 pm. We need chaperones to vol-

unteer to take students. Please contact Alex Davis at alexdavisx@gmail.com or 251-644-8809. 

High School Yearbook 
 

The MRCS high school yearbook is looking good.  We 
have lots of pictures from different high school events. Now 
we need head shots of high school students. Please help 
us make this yearbook a great success by emailing pic-
tures to b.ewing01@att.net unless otherwise contacted by 
a yearbook staffer.  This year’s book is bigger and has 

some very special features everyone will enjoy. 

Tracy Ewing Yearbook Sponsor  

Important: 

Senior  
Graduation Meeting 
February 8 6:30 pm 

A meeting of all seniors and at least one parent will be 
held immediately after the February 8 faculty meeting. 
We will meet in the “preteen” room down the hall from the 
MRCS office.  The graduation ceremony will be discussed 
and graduation gowns assigned.  Please bring four (4) pic-
tures, indicative of your graduateôs life, to be shown 
during the ceremony.  Remember all graduating seniors’ 
paperwork must be submitted no later than March 1.    

Brief Meeting for 

Junior Class Mothers 

February 8  6:30 pm 
 

Each year the moms of the junior class have graciously ac-
cepted the responsibility for the reception following gradua-
tion. If you have not had a child graduate, this opportunity to 
witness the proceedings  gives you some idea of the MRCS 
graduation.  Also, as your child graduates the next year, you 
will rely on the moms of that year’s junior class to prepare 
the reception for your child and family.  Please plan to meet 
with Debbie Toves for about 5 minutes after the Febru-
ary 8 faculty meeting to discuss the reception. 

mailto:alexdavisx@gmail.com
mailto:b.ewing01@att.net


Moffett Road Christian SchoolMoffett Road Christian School  
6159 Moffett Road, Mobile, AL 36618 

www.mobilemrcs.com     ●     Phone: 391-4663    

Office Hours:  10 am-12 noon on 2nd Tuesday of each month & by appointment 

MRCS Board Members 

Retta Franklin Administrator 649-3943 

 

Joy Moore Assistant Administrator 

Volunteer Coordinator 

666-9697 

 

Susan Hofer Librarian and 

High School Counselor 

639-3160 

 

Debbie Toves HSLDA Coordinator  

High School Activities 

865-5147 

 

Tracy Ewing Cell Group Leader 

 

679-9202 

Stacey Farni Cell Group Leader 679-9298 

Peaches Fink Cell Group Leader 

 

661-4034 

peachmail@comcast.net 

Wendy Ramsey Cell Group Leader 214-3023 

Monica Warren Cell Group Leader 662-7637 
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Please deliver newsletter information to  

Teresa Stokes no later than the  

20th of each month:  MRCS office or  
tbstokes@comcast.net or 331-3914. 

Low resolution digital pictures,  

3.5 pixels or less, are welcomed! 

 

He is a wise man  

who does not grieve for 

the things  

which he has not,  

but rejoices  

for those  

which he has.  

Epictetus 

  

February 2011February 2011  
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14     Field Trip 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28      

Deadline for 
SAT 

Deadline for  

Iowa Testing 

 

Office Open  

10 am -12 noon 

Faculty Fellowship 

6:30 pm 

Deadline for 
           Field Trip       

Deadline  
For Field Trip       

HS Shopping 
    Adventure  



We would like to give you information in this section each month about various classes 
available to enhance your homeschooling experience.  This is a section where you can find 
out about music, art, and other opportunities available in our area through private or group instruc-
tion.  Please keep in mind that MRCS does not endorse any particular teacher or class; we encour-
age you to seek out references for those particular teachers or classes that interest you. 

Eighth graders are eligible to submit an essay for the Alabama Peace Officers’ 19th Annual Essay Contest.  A total of 8 cash 

prizes will be awarded with first place winning $300.  Contact Retta Franklin, fran503@bellsouth.net,  for an application.  

The 2011 Mobile Regional Science and Engineering Fair is scheduled for March 25 & 26.  Participa-

tion is open to all 6th through 12th grade students from Mobile, Baldwin, and surrounding counties.  Students compete for many 
awards, including two full-tuition scholarships to USA for the top two high school division winners.  Get all the details at 

www.southalabama.edu/mrsef. 

Summer Scrubs 2011 is open for registration now!  Summer Scrubs is an intensive career exploration opportunity for ris-

ing 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students in Mobile and Baldwin counties, who are considering careers in healthcare.  Visit their web-

site, www.summerscrubs.org, and get your online registration started!  

The Every Step Walk in Mobile at the Hank Aaron Stadium on February 12 is a walk to raise awareness of the need for 

Universal Newborn Screening.  When a child is born in the hospital, blood is drawn and sent for testing.  However, the number of 
tests run on a child's blood depends on the state where he or she is born.  Many of the rare diseases that are not tested for in every 
state are actually treatable if they are caught before a child is symptomatic.  Learn more about what can be done to raise awareness 
and raise money for families across the country who are affected by these kinds of devastating diseases.  Register for the walk and 
learn more at www.huntershope.org/everystepmobileal .  Bring the family and enjoy lots of fun things for the kids, free food, and en-
tertainment.  The stadium will be open at 7:30 am for late registrations and the walk will begin at 9 am.  Contact Jennifer Albertson, 
jenniferalbertson6@gmail.com, for more information.  
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High School Scavenger Hunt Highlights! 

mailto:fran503@bellsouth.net
mailto:jenniferalbertson6@gmail.com

