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Eleven Homeschooling Tips for 2011

Tip 1: Ask your children, "WHAT
do you want to learn?" Fit your
curriculum to your children, not
your children to the curriculum.
Their answers might surprise you-
-and will certainly inspire you!

Tip 2: Ask your children, "HOW
do you want to learn?" They know
what works for them!

Tip 3: Make fun happen! Learning
and assimilating information
happens best when your students
are having FUN. And of course,
fun learning is forever learning!

Tip 4: Make time to celebrate the
milestones and successes.
You've achieved them as a family!
How great is that?

Tip 5: Make up a special box for
toddlers that you only bring out
during homeschooling hours
when you need to work with the
older kids. Include toys and
activities they can only do while
you're homeschooling.

Tip 6: Look into Dual Credit and
AP courses for your high school
students.

Tip 7: Set goals--but build
flexibility into your schedule.

Tip 8: Don't sweat the mess.
Books piled high on the coffee
table, the science experiment on
the kitchen counter, and art
projects on the patio are all signs
that your children are learning.

Tip 9: Don't let memories from
your own school days about what
education is supposed to look like
override what your current
experience reveals to you. Listen
to your heart.

Tip 10: Continue to explore your
interests alongside your children.
After all, you create lifelong
learners by being one yourself.

Tip 11: Enjoy each day! When we
asked experienced
homeschoolers for their most
important tip, they said to, "Worry
less and enjoy more."

Reprinted from the e-newsletter of
Homeschool.com; December, 2010
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2011-2012 Enrollment

Members in good standing may continue to
register through July 15t and should have
received registration forms in the mail. If not,
contact Peaches Fink,
peachmail@comcast.net or 661-4034. After
we receive your completed registration form
and tuition, we will mail your enrollment forms to
you by the end of June. MRCS maintains a
limited enrollment which is filled on a first come,
first served basis. Currently enrolled MRCS
families registering after will have to
register as a new family and pay the $50
registration fee again, so return your registration
form promptly. Your HSLDA membership
number and renewal date MUST BE included
on your registration form. Once you receive
your 2011-2012 Enrolliment Agreement and
Proposed Course of Study for your student/s,
you will want to return those completed forms to
the office by

. Ifyou are a re-enrolling member, you
will not need to complete a Church School
Enrollment Form for your student/s as you have
done each year in the past. Our administrator
has confirmed with the Mobile County and
Baldwin County Public School Systems and
with the Home School Legal Defense
Association that we are required to submit this
form only at the time of original enrollment for
each student.

Cor

Save the Date:

Tuesday, August 9
2011-12 Kick-oif Meeting
Moifett Road Assembly of God
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The early bird registration fee for the 2011 CHEF of Alabama State Convention and Curriculum Fair ends on June 9th.

o/ \o 2011 CHEF of Alabama
&HMEEW Convention & Curriculum Fair

CHEF of Alabama is pleased to announce that the 23rd Annual Homeschool Convention and Curriculum Fair will be held June 23-
24,2011, at Gardendale First Baptist Church. Gardendale is located just 10 minutes from downtown Birmingham and is easily
accessible with affordable hotels and restaurants nearby.

"Educating for Eternity"” is the 2011 theme, with a focus on family discipleship. Keynote speakers include Kevin Swanson
(Generations with Vision), Vicki Bentley (HSLDA Early Years Coordinator), and DeWitt Black (HSLDA Senior Counsel). More
speakers will be added to address a variety of homeschool topics. Check the website, http://www.chefofalabama.org/
convention.html often to see updates on speakers and vendors.

CHEF is offering free admission to families whose oldest child has their fifth birthday after June 30th. This is a great way to intro-
duce young families to the benefits of homeschooling, so invite them to come along with you! Mark your calendar for June 23-24,
and join us for a time of encouragement and fellowship with other homeschool families.

The early bird registration fee for the 2011 CHEF of Alabama State Convention and Curriculum Fair ends on June 9th. In
order to take advantage of the lesser fees, you must register online, see our website (www.chefofalabama.org), or
download the registration form from the website and mail it to CHEF of Alabama, Inc., P. O. Box 20208, Montgomery,

AL 36120-0208. Remember, in order to pay the early bird fees your registration must be postmarked no later than June
9th. After that date, whether paying through Google, via mail, or at the door, the fees will be higher.

Special Needs Addressed at Special session on Thursday
2011 CHEF Convention night of convention!

S 1 Doug and Patsy Arnold of 2Empower, June 23, 7:00pm

Intl. and Texas' Special Kids are mak- Gardendale First Baptist Church, South Campus
. i f . Special guests - the Kempters

ing their first visit to Alabama to share Keynote speaker - Kevin Swanson

their experiences, knowledge, and Invite your friends and family to this free session!
insights with parents of special needs

children. The Arnolds are professional MRCS Volunteer Needed

educators who haye chosen to edu- for 2011-2012 School Year
cate their three children at home. The

Arnold family has experienced the MRCS needs someone to volunteer for the position of field
emotional trials, navigated the ocean of social service agencies, trip coordinator for the upcoming school year. This person
weathered all storms, and gained a stronger marriage. They have does not need to attend all field trips but would make the
worked with the local public schools to gain the speech and occupa- SIS UEICR U RIS C R RN
tional therapies their son with Autism deserved, while maintaining fran503@bellsouth.net or 331-4663, for more information.
education rights at home. The Arnolds have traveled
some difficult roads. Now, through Texas' Special Kids,
they seek to help others by passing along what they have ;
learned. As a couple, they are uniquely qualified through ,5: & £ ‘\4
their personal, home school, public school, and special ”k : “3'/ .
education experiences to offer advice to families traveling % } :
the same roads they have traveled and are still traveling. 5;’ ‘i
Their goal is to give the same comfort to families like m .
theirs that God gave them along the way. They feel they ?‘ P
must give back. :

-~



mailto:fran503@bellsouth.net

Summer Opportunities...

* Get your kids out of the house this summer! USA Center for Continuing Education is offering 7 courses (Including 2
new!) this summer for all grades. From upcoming 3rd graders to seniors, we invite you to join our expert-led instructors in
exciting subjects. Explore the world of creativity in a journalism or movie making course for high school students or learn
the basics of editing a movie for middle school students. Is your child more interested in the world of science? Dive into the
fundamentals of bioengineering and chemical engineering for high school students or find the fascination of robots in our
popular USA SCREAM 2011 course for rising 7th-9th graders. Let this summer be the summer of finding something new
to learn in a fun way! For more information on each camp, please visit our Web site at www.usacontinuinged.com under
the "Kids" link or call us at 251-405-9929. To register, please fill out the registration form on our Web site under the "Kids"
link and send to 1504 Springhill Ave., Suite 2515 Mobile AL, 36604, fax to 251-405-9931, or come by and visit! You can
also call our office with your information as well, just be sure that the Medical and Liability Release Form is signed and
returned to us before the camp starts.

* Bill Taylor has several lesson times available for summer piano study. If you are interested, please email him at btay-
lor@shbc.cc or call him at 610-3342.

» Summer is almost here and All About Sewing Inc is gearing up for our Summer Kids Sewing Camps. Working with
your children is a highlight of our summer months. Your kids will learn about the care and use of a basic sewing ma-
chine. Projects completed are fun and geared for beginner skill levels. Our focus is not only on the specific projects but
also on developing a love for sewing. This summer we have 4 sessions planned as follows:

Session1:  June 6-9  9-1

Session2:  June6-9 14

Session 3:  July 11-14 9-12

Session4:  July 11-14 1-4

CLASS FEE : $75 per session (Fee includes use of machine, daily snack, most project supplies). Call 251-634-3133 for
more information or to register.

* PLUS, Preparing Learners for University Standards, offers a summer mathematics tutorial class June 14—June 28.
PLUS will provide an ALEKS assessment to determine the student’s current level of preparedness. This program will
evaluate strengths and weaknesses and set the student on a path for selfremediation and mastery. While enrolled in
PLUS, the student will have unlimited access to worked examples, detailed explanations, and videos through ALEKS. The
student will have a twice-a-week live interactive WebEx session with an experienced university mathematics professor.
This customized program is also ideal preparation for any student desiring to place out of their required university level
mathematics course via the CLEP exam. Cost: $225 for 12 WebEx session + $32 (plus tax) to obtain a 6-week access
code to ALEKS. To register or for more information contact Stephanie Phillips at plusprof@aol.com.

* Piano Lessons for all ages, beginner, advanced, and college preparatory, are offered. Four openings are avail-
able. Summer schedule begins in May. Please call Linda Hembree at 401-2720.

* Mr. Terry Dixon, baseball coach at Mary G. Montgomery High School and Certified Driver's Education Instructor, is offer-
ing a Driver's Education Course for high school students aged 15 and older. The class will meet daily, at MGM, from
June 13th through July 21st. The first week will consist of classroom work from 7:30 to 12:30. Subsequent instruction,
from 7:30 to 9:30 or 10:00, will be a mixture of classroom work and driving opportunities with groups of 3 or 4 students. At
the completion of this course, Mr. Dixon will issue your student a "yellow card" which exempts him/her from the DMV driv-
ing test. Students will also have the opportunity to earn a vessel license in this course. Cost of the program is $150 for
students residing within Mobile County and $300 for students living outside of Mobile County. Your student may register in
the Mary G. Montgomery lobby on Tuesday, June 7th, from 8:00 to 12:00. For more information, call Terry Dixon at 221-
3162 (school), 802-3260 (cell), or 645-0241 (home).
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Exciting Options for the
Upcoming Scheol Year....

* Public Speaking Course for 2011-2012: Judy Wesson, MRCS
home school mom and public speaking professor with the Univer-
sity of Mobile, is excited to provide our home school community
with a public speaking course this fall. The two-hour class will
meet once a week at Spring Hill Baptist Church’s Activities Build-
ing. A convenient time will be decided in the fall. All course mate-
rials will be provided. Class fee will be $40 per month per student.
Additional family member’s fees will be discounted. For more in-

All MRCS Library Books
Are NOW Past Due!

Your 2011-2012 registration will be delayed until all your
library materials are accounted for. They may be returned
to any board member or the church office. If you should
need to keep materials longer to complete a course, con-
tact Susan Hofer for approval. Thank you!

formation and to register, contact Judy at 633-2581, 423-5402, or email her at jcwau84@aol.com.

* A British Literature & Writing Course for 9th-12 grades will be offered in the fall by Mrs. Jana Rainwater at First Baptist, Tillman’s
Corner. Costis $40 per month, September through April. Limited space is available. Contact Mrs. Rainwater at 662-7525 or jrain-

water5@yahoo.com to register.

* Spanish classes will be offered again for grades K-8 by Kellie Armstrong at Christ Fellowship Church on Azalea Road in Mobile on
Friday mornings beginning in August. Cost for each 30-minute Spanish class is $20/month and $10/each additional student from the
same family. Registration fee is $20 per family. For more information or to register for a class, please contact Dolly Demeranville at

341-0125 or 454-8186.

* Speech Communication & College Preparedness Courses:

* Andy's Music is establishing a Home School Choir and Home School Band program
this fall. Beginning students in grades 5-12 are eligible to participate. Each program will run
from October through May and classes will meet once a week for an hour. More information
regarding the day, time, and cost will be available soon. If interested, please contact James
Andrews at Andy’s Music, james@andysmusic.com or 251-633-8944.

Speech Communication Course: Communication is both an art and a science. As an art form, it requires practice and creativity.
As a science, there is a formula involved in communicating effectively. Public speaking, or other similar communication courses,
is a general requirement course for every major in most liberal arts institutions. This course is open to children in10h-12th grade
and focuses on speaking in personal, professional, and academic settings. Topics include public speaking, interpersonal and
small group communication, effective delivery, nonverbal communication, persuasion, audience analysis, and presentation de-
velopment. Due to the nature of public speaking and small group communication, minimum enrollment must be met before the
class begins. A list of materials will be available before the first class session. The cost is $35/month per child or $50/month for

families. Location is to be determined.

College Preparedness Course: Collegiate success is not determined exclusively by a standardized test score or a mastery of
reading, writing, and arithmetic. Perhaps more importantly, success is dependent on critical thinking and writing skills, grasping
and applying abstract concepts, and basic personal skills such as time management. This course is open to juniors and seniors.
It is an overview of vital scholastic skills and is not designed to be an exhaustive course. Students will learn preliminary skills
(selecting a college, applying for scholarships, choosing a major, navigating the admissions and financial aid processes), per-
sonal skills (time management, goal-setting, note-taking, test-taking), and academic skills (reading critically, applying theory,
research basics, writing rhetorically). This course will be presented from a Christian worldview. Location is to be determined. A
list of materials will be available before the class begins. The cost of the course is $30/month per child or $45/month for families.

Accommodations can be made for families who desire to take both courses. Interested parties should contact Heather Leigh Stanley
at 251-591-6756. Heather Leigh Stanley has a Master’s degree in Mass Communication from the University of South Alabama. She
has taught public speaking at USA and has worked with a number of organizations and programs that promote collegiate success.

Her teaching experience spans all age groups and includes adults and children with special needs. In her pre-academic life, Heather

Leigh was a radio broadcaster for 11 years.
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CLASSICALLY HOMESCHOOLED

2011-2012

A Christ-centered academic program offering challenging courses in an enriching environment for grades 1-12

Credentialed Christian instructors with classes held Fridays at Dauphin Way Baptist Church, September-May

High School Level (lasses
(Monthly fees apply)

Honors American Lit & Writing
Honors World Lit & Writing
Apologia Chemistry [

Spanish [ and II

Honors World Geography
Honors American History

ACT- Math Prep

Guitar

Middle School Level Courses

(Fees apply except for parent-led classes)
Literature and Beginner Writing

Spanish [

Studio Art

Choir and Music (thru 6th)

Guitar
Bible Drill

Grammar Level Courses

(Fees apply except for parent-led classes)
Spanish [ and II

Studio Art (4th and up)

Choir and Music, Guitar

Mystery of History (pareni-led)
Elementary Science (pareni-led)

For Registration and Enrollment information,
g0 o our website at:
hitp:/ /www.classicallyhomeschooled.org
Or email us at : classicallyhomeschooled@yahoo.com



http://www.classicallyhomeschooled.org
mailto:classicallyhomeschooled@yahoo.com

High School Yearbooks
Are Here!

Contact
Tracy Ewing
Yearbook Sponsor
at or
to get your pre-ordered yearbook.

High School Dinner Out to-Moe's

Volunteer Service Hours

Rising 9th grade through 12th grade students, use your
extra time this summer to accumulate service hours for the
upcoming school year. Visit the school website,
www.mobilemrcs.com; click on “Forms”, then “MRCS High
School Academic and Fine Arts Awards Criteria” for quali-
fying service hours and other information. Print a copy of
the “Volunteer Service Confirmation Form” for your volun-
teer supervisor’s signature and for a record of your service.

Azalea Trail Maid Info:

Trail Maid applications are now available for 2011-2012 High School
Juniors. Those girls chosen to be Trail Maids will represent Mobile at
various events throughout their 12th grade year. For more information,
see www.mobileazaleatrail.com. Applications may be downloaded
from our school website, www.mobilemrcs.com. Contact Susan Hofer,
639-3160, or email dshofer@bellsouth.net with any other questions.

Congratulations to the
MRCS Graduating Class of 2011
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July 2011

MOFFETT ROAD CHRISTIAN

SCHOOL

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
3 4 5 b 1 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Enroliment
Closes
11 18 19 20 21 ALL
paperwork
due!
24 25 26 21 28
3l
MO&Q‘I Road Chnsuan SChD Dl “"Take rest; a field that has rested
6159 Moffett Road, Mobile, AL 36618 gives a bountiful crop.” - Ovid
www.mobilemrcs.com e Phone: 391-4663
Office Hours: 10 am-12 noon on 2nd Tuesday of each month & by appointment
"“You can discover more about a
MRCS Board Members person in an hour of play than in
Retta Franklin Administrator 649-3943 a year of conversation.” - Plato
New Member Registration fran503@bellsouth.net
Joy Moore Assistant Administrator 666-9697
Volunteer Coordinator moorejoyful@bellsouth.net
Peaches Fink Registrar 661-4034
peachmail@comcast.net
Susan Hofer High School Administrator 639-3160
dshofer@bellsouth.net
Debbie Toves HSLDA Coordinator 865-5147 "Fairy tales are more than true;
High School Activities jtoves@centurytel.net not because they tell us that
Tracy Ewing Cell Group Leader 679-9202 dragons exist, but because they
b.ewing01@att.net tell us that dragons can be
Stacey Fami Cell Group Leader 679-9298 beaten.” - G.K. Chesterton
farnic@bellsouth.net
Alicia Luttrell Cell Group Leader 591-8716
mabaluttrell@yahoo.com Please deliver newsletter information to
Teresa Stokes no later than the
Wendy Ramsey Cell Group Leader sramse i!sgc?gécast net 20th of each month: MRCS office or
y ) tbstokes@comcast.net or 331-3914.
Monica Warren Cell Group Leader 662-7637 Low resolution digital pictures,
mon408@comcast.net 3.5 pixels or less, are welcomed!
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We would like to give you information in this section each month about various classes available to enhance
your homeschooling experience. This is a section where you can find out about music, art, and other opportu-
I nities available in our area through private or group instruction. Please keep in mind that MRCS does not en-
. ®*  dorse any particular teacher or class; we encourage you to seek out references for those particular teachers
’ or classes that interest you.

BART'S BIRTHDAY BASH! DESIGNED FOR

2 L2 M\ (=~} /A N/l CAMPERS ENTERING K5-5
AN TVITEN AT AV Celebrate the world of art during Bart's Birthday Bash 2011. Campers

| |SF1| INNC will discover how cultures from around the globe celebrate special
events like birthdays, rituals, and festivals. We will explore the Mu-
seum, make connections between cultures, and learn how people
across time and distance express themselves through colorful costume and dress. Experience art as you never have before, as
we tap into the creativity of every camper. Join Bart to celebrate 60 years of art at the museum! Visit www.artsbma.org/events/
camp for more info or to register.
PHOTOGRAPHY ROCKS! DESIGNED FOR CAMPERS ENTERING GRADES 6 - 12
Junior and Senior Studio campers will celebrate the Museum’s Year of Photography and explore the exhibition Who Shot Rock
and Roll: A Photographic History, 1955 to the Present.
Photography transformed the art world from the moment it was invented in the 1800s. Sometimes photographs offer a whisper of
a memory, and sometimes they are shockingly bold. Technology has enabled photography to stay cutting edge as tastes and
times have changed. Consider the many ways artists have used photography through the years and experiment with high-tech
and low-tech approaches to the picture. However you frame it, you will discover that photography “rocks™ You may also visit
www.artsbma.org/events/camp for more info or to register.

LiStening with Your EyeS o reprinted from BJU Press Testing Solutions e-news

Toddlers love to have their ears "pulled off" in fun, but sometimes we wonder if our kids really did lose their ears-how else could their listen-
ing skills be so terrible?! But good listening uses more than just ears-it uses the eyes, and sometimes even the fingers and mouth. Like
other skills, listening can be developed and improved with practice. In fact, the skills used for active listening apply to awhole myriad of
school subjects, which is why you'll find it on both The lowa Tests ® and the Stanford achievement tests for many of the elementary grade
levels.

Here are some fun, simple, and creative ways to increase listening ability. The more senses used, the stronger the comprehenson and
retention. See how many you can use!

EYES

"Let me see your eyes" really means you want the listener to look at your eyes. Watching the speaker's face while listening makes a huge
difference. It literally "focuses" the brain on what is being said. Try these ideas: | Spy and Lip Reading (Whispering doesnt count!)
FINGERS

Physical motion always grabs attention. This is why so many children's songs include hand motions and why a toddler, fussingwith her
dress in the choir, will always steal the show. Try these activities for little hands: Take notes. More than just a class chare, this can be a
game! Have kids listen for rhyming words in a book and see who gets the most complete list (a great way to practice spelling,too). Learn
some new songs that use fun hand motions. Play "mirror" and try to perfectly follow the other person's gestures while facingeach other.
Give directions for a scavenger hunt. The person directing/giving clues cannot say what item to look for; he can only descrite and use ges-
tures to say where it actually is. The first person to touch the correct object wins. (Similar to "hot and cold"). Draw whatyou have heard.
One person describes the picture while the other tries to draw it without seeing the original. This one is great for groups o any age!
MOUTH

Yes, listening can use the mouth, too! Repeating back what has been heard reinforces the understanding and lets the first speaker know if
he needs to clarify something. Here are some games for "verbal listening": In the game, Repeat After Me, the first person sfarts the story
with a simple sentence. (John has a blue truck.) The next person must repeat the sentence and then add one of his own. (John has a blue
truck. He drove it to Alabama.) The next person repeats both and then adds a third. Keep going until someone trips up. In the game, Party
Line, put the players in a line. The first person writes something silly on a piece of paper, whispers it into the ear of thenext person, and
then hides the paper until the game is done. It gets whispered down the line. At the end of the line, the last person writesdown what he/she
heard and compares it to the original. The difference can be hilarious!

BODY

These games use the whole body to practice "active" listening quite literally: Simon Says and Obstacle Course. For Obstacle Course, blind-
fold someone and then guide him through the course with only verbal cues.

After exploring some of these activities, you won't have to hesitate to "pull off" your children's ears--they'll be very good at listening with eve-
rything else, too!
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